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HONORING JON WOOD 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 28, 2016 

Mrs. DINGELL, Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Jon Wood for his service as a mem-
ber of the Congressional Award Board of Di-
rectors. 

The United States Congress established the 
Congressional Award in 1979 to recognize ini-
tiative, achievement, and service in young 
people. It began as a bipartisan effort in both 
the United States Senate and the House of 
Representatives. The original bill was spon-
sored by the late Senator Malcolm Wallop of 
Wyoming and the late Congressman James 
Howard of New Jersey. Originally signed into 
law by President Jimmy Carter, the legislation 
(Public Law 96–114) established the Congres-
sional Award as a public-private partnership, 
which receives all funding from the private 
sector. Every president since, both Democratic 
and Republican, have signed legislation to 
continue the program. 

The Congressional Award Board of Direc-
tors is comprised of 48 members and supports 
the work of the foundation by providing mis-
sion-based leadership and strategic govern-
ance. Every member of the Board serves as 
a volunteer to help make the program a na-
tional opportunity available in every congres-
sional district. 

During this past year, over 40,000 partici-
pants from all 50 states were actively working 
toward earning a Congressional Award and 
5,000 new participants enrolled in the pro-
gram. Since its inception, over 7 million hours 
of service have been contributed to commu-
nities nationwide. 

The example set by Jon is one we all 
should strive for. His willingness to serve his 
community and our nation’s young people sets 
him apart as an outstanding individual, and I 
have been honored to serve alongside of him 
as Leader PELOSI’S congressional appointee to 
the Board. I ask that all of my colleagues in 
the House of Representatives join me in 
thanking Jon for his service and wishing him 
nothing but continued success. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO KURTZ HARDWARE 
COMPANY 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 28, 2016 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Kurtz 
Hardware Company for their 150th year of 
business in the Des Moines metropolitan area. 

L.H. Kurtz, a German immigrant, founded 
Kurtz Hardware Company in 1866, starting 
what is now one of the oldest companies in 
the community. At first selling hardware and 
tin items, the store evolved through the years, 
adding plumbing and heating products, and 
later sporting goods and houseware sections. 
A roof collapse in 1998, along with the com-
petition of newer and larger hardware stores 
opening in the area, led current fifth genera-
tion owner Bob Kurtz to refocus the business 
to concentrate on commercial contracting. The 

Des Moines Register, in an article featuring 
the business, asked why Kurtz Hardware 
Company has lasted so long and endured 
such difficult times as the Great Depression, 
World War II, the farm crisis of the 1980s, and 
the rise of the big box stores. Bob Kurtz an-
swered with a laugh, ‘‘It’s just the old stubborn 
German in us, I guess.’’ 

As a testament to the longevity of Kurtz 
Hardware Company, the Des Moines Register 
noted that the company supplied materials for 
the Equitable Building, Des Moines’ first sky-
scraper of the time, built back in 1924. Today, 
they are providing doors and hardware for that 
same Equitable Building as it is currently 
being renovated into residential living. 

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to represent 
Kurtz Hardware Company in the United States 
Congress and I’m proud to recognize them for 
their 150 years of service to the Des Moines 
area. I ask that my colleagues in the United 
States House of Representatives join me in 
congratulating Kurtz Hardware Company of 
Des Moines and in wishing them nothing but 
continued success. 
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HONORING SPECIALIST RICHARD 
ALLEN CABLE 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 28, 2016 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great respect that I rise to remember United 
States Army Specialist Richard ‘‘Dickie’’ Allen 
Cable for his bravery and willingness to fight 
for his country. Specialist Cable was killed in 
action while defending his comrades during 
Operation Billings in Vietnam on June 14, 
1967. It is my honor to sponsor H.R. 4887, a 
bill that would name the Post Office in Shelby, 
Indiana, after Specialist Cable, a hero who 
gave up his life in service of the nation he 
loved. 

A resident of Shelby, Dickie graduated from 
Lowell High School in 1965 and is remem-
bered by friends as an exceptional member of 
the community. Dickie was an outstanding ath-
lete who loved softball, basketball, and track 
and field. His friends recall that Dickie was al-
ways captain and everyone always wanted to 
be on his team. Dickie was adopted and an 
only child. Following the death of his father 
Fred, when Dickie was only nine, he took on 
a variety of jobs to help support his mother, 
Grace, including working as a pin setter at the 
local bowling alley. After high school, Dickie 
got a job at Inland Steel in East Chicago, Indi-
ana. 

In 1966, Dickie was drafted into the United 
States Army and served as a rifleman as-
signed to B Company, 1st Battalion, 16th In-
fantry Regiment of the 1st Infantry Division, 
where he demonstrated bravery and courage. 
Specialist Cable and his team were on a mis-
sion when he spotted several Viet Cong in the 
jungle. He shouted a warning to his comrades 
and fired on the Viet Cong. Ignoring the heavy 
return fire, he engaged the enemy until his 
comrades reached cover. As he moved to re-
join his team, he spotted an enemy machine- 
gun team setting up. Realizing his fellow sol-
diers would be subject to vicious crossfire, 
Specialist Cable began a running assault to-
ward the enemy position. Although he was 

wounded several times, he overran the posi-
tion and killed the insurgents before he fell. He 
was only 20 years old. For his courage and 
sacrifice, Dickie was posthumously honored by 
the military with the Silver Star and the Purple 
Heart. In addition, Dickie was awarded the Na-
tional Defense Service Medal, the Vietnam 
Service Medal with 2 Bronze Service Stars, 
the Republic of Vietnam Gallantry Cross 
Medal with Palm, the Republic of Vietnam 
Campaign Medal with 1960 Device, the Com-
bat Infantry Badge, and the Sharpshooter 
Badge with Rifle Bar. 

Dickie was survived by his mother, Grace, 
and a close-knit community of neighbors and 
friends in Shelby, who continue to honor his 
memory today. I would like to thank Mr. Rich-
ard Boetler, who first approached my office 
about dedicating the Shelby Post Office to 
Dickie’s memory and organized a petition to 
advocate for this legislation with over 700 sig-
natures from former and current Shelby resi-
dents. Additionally, I would like to extend my 
appreciation to the entire Indiana delegation 
for joining me in this effort. Finally, I would like 
to thank the local elected officials in Shelby for 
their advocacy, including Indiana State Sen-
ator Rick Niemeyer, Indiana State Representa-
tive Michael Aylesworth, Cedar Creek Town-
ship Trustee Alice Dahl, Lake County Council-
man Eldon Strong, and Lake County Commis-
sioner Gerry Scheub. 

Mr. Speaker, at this time, I ask that you and 
my other distinguished colleagues join me in 
honoring a fallen hero, United States Army 
Specialist Richard Allen Cable. Specialist 
Cable sacrificed his life in service to his coun-
try, and his death was a great loss to our Na-
tion. Nearly 50 years after his passing, Spe-
cialist Cable remains a hero in the eyes of his 
loved ones and his Nation. Let us take this op-
portunity to honor the sacrifice he made to 
preserve the ideals of freedom and democ-
racy. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DAVID K. RAMEY 

HON. KEN CALVERT 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 28, 2016 

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, the House of 
Representatives is, in my opinion, the greatest 
legislative body in the history of the world. A 
large portion of the credit for that is due to the 
thousands of staff members who dedicate the 
better part of their adult lives to working within 
the halls of this democratic institution. For the 
past 24 years, I have been incredibly fortunate 
to have benefitted from the talented services 
of David Kirk Ramey. 

Dave’s tenure in the House dates back to 
before I was elected (when the Cold War ex-
isted and the Internet didn’t), when he worked 
for my good friend and mentor, former Con-
gressman Jerry Lewis (R–CA). Dave served 
Rep. Lewis from February 1985 through De-
cember 1992 as a Foreign Policy and Defense 
Analyst in the House Republican Conference, 
Policy Committee, and Research Committee. 
Months after being hired by Lewis, Dave wel-
comed to the Research Committee staff his 
good friend Flint Lewis (no relation to the Con-
gressman). Alongside Jack Pitney, Guy Hicks, 
Kelly Cook Marcavage, Brenda Benjamin 
Reese, Todd Hauptli, Jim O’Malley, Frank 
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